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Kennings prompt:
Tea
· Plant, Pool, Golden nugget, Paddles, Flippers, Dust, Ashes, Prophet, life, India, Trade, Money, Aroma, Infusion, Bag, Britons, Culture, Oracle. Personify black tea.

The Chinese drink 
Tiny buds of flowers and sprigs of green pierce the air;
Hot, sticky aromas emerge - the Camellia sinensis.
A bouquet fanned in the palms of the Shang dynasty,
Robbed of their medicine, a classy beverage now.
Withered, bruised, dried.

Dust scooped and sprinkled into a pocket of paper-
Squeezed against a porcelain cup; it’s just a leaf.
India, trade, Money, a bitter-sweet mix of Black or oolong.
Emerald flippers swirling in the current. Scorched, forced to 
Infuse the transparent body, yield.

Ribbons of milk swirled by Britons, an ‘empire’. 
Backbone of culture. An oracle, crushed.
Staining parchment and land. Loose in the cup
Tumbling in a whirl-pool, gifting the world with a complexity
Of flavour. The six kings: green, white, yellow,
oolong, pu-erh or Black.

Life turned to ash.

