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ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LITERATURE

At Rugby High School, pupils follow a combined two-year course leading to
separate awards in English and English Literature.

Examination Board: AQA

The English syllabus is a challenging and interesting course designed to develop
students’ ability in Reading, Writing and Spoken Language.

The aim is to enable students to become confident and critical readers of non-
fiction and fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries and to practise
creative, factual and argumentative writing, as well as to develop analytical and
evaluative skills.

A separate grade is reported for Spoken Language, reflecting the students’
communication and presentation skills.

English Literature is a fascinating subject, requiring students to respond to a
range of texts critically and sensitively, and to explore writers’ craft.

Prose, drama, and poetry will be studied in detail for the examinations, including
a 19th century novel, a play by Shakespeare, a modern fiction or drama text and
a poetry anthology.

Students will have the opportunity to develop their skills of synthesis and
analysis. Through their study of Literature, they will develop their essay writing
skills

Students are encouraged to attend theatre visits and workshops, which are
arranged by the English department. They will also be expected to read widely
beyond the set texts.

English and English Literature are core subjects, and their popularity amongst
students is evident from the numbers who go on to take English as an A Level
subject.



MATHEMATICS

All students follow a course leading to the EDEXCEL GCSE (Key Stage 4)
examination which combines the use of traditional skills with practical
applications in real-life situations.

The subject is taught in groups rather than in forms and you will be placed in a
group in which you will receive teaching most appropriate to your needs.

There are two tiers of entry for Maths GCSE. You will be entered at the Higher
Tier and you will sit three written examinations at the end of Year 11; one of
which will be a non-calculator paper.

The most able mathematicians also study a Free Standing Mathematics
Qualification (OCR exam board) in Additional Mathematics. This is examined by
one 2-hour paper at the end of Year 11. It expands on much of the GCSE
content while introducing concepts from A-level.

We set up to two pieces of homework of approximately forty-five minutes’
duration each on specific nights of the week. They can consist of routine
practice or exam style questions.

You will need a calculator and the one recommended in Year 7 - the Casio FX -
85 series will be sufficient. However should you need to replace it for any
reason please speak to a member of the mathematics department given the
release of newer models with greater functionality.

Throughout the course, we are mindful that many students will be progressing
to A Levels in Mathematics and Science.



OPTION 1 - COMBINED SCIENCE
Examination Board: AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (Worth 2 GCSEs)

During Years 10 and 11 you will follow a science course which emphasises the
linking of scientific ideas and theories to your everyday experience of life.

During the two-year course, you will study Science in a number of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics topics as well as undertaking a number of required practicals. You will be awarded 2
grades at the end of the two-year course.

This course builds on the work done at Key Stage 3 and enables you to develop an
understanding of the concepts, principles and application of each of the three Sciences. You
will spend two lessons a week on each of the areas of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Assessment is entirely by examination, there is no coursework component. All exams are sat
at the end of Year 11.

2 x 75 minute exams in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Each exam is worth 16.7% of
the final qualification.

OPTION 2 - TRIPLE SCIENCE
Examination Board: AQA GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics

If you have a genuine interest and enthusiasm for Science and wish to study it in greater depth
this may be the choice for you. If you are thinking of studying Sciences at A-level or are
thinking of a career in the Sciences, Engineering, Medicine etc this is an advisable (but not
essential) option. You will spend nine lessons per week studying science.

You will study all three sciences and will be awarded GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE
Physics at the end of Year 11.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT FOR EACH OF BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY & PHYSICS

Assessment is entirely by examination, there is no coursework component. All exams are sat
at the end of Year 11.

2 x 105 minute examination papers each worth 50%

If you are hoping to study Sciences at A level or wish to apply for a science related degree
course at university it is recommended (but not essential) that you take Triple Science at
GCSE.

Science



MODERN LANGUAGES

GCSE Modern Foreign Languages

Students are required to study at least one language to GCSE level. In Modern Languages,
we offer students the opportunity to study Spanish or French.

With the global nature of holiday travel, business and industry and the shortage of language
skills in the UK, it has never been more important to have a sound knowledge,
understanding and confidence in another language. A Modern Language is a useful and
relevant option, highly valued by employers, and studying French or Spanish at GCSE will
equip you with the necessary skills to learn other languages with ease in the future.

The GCSE examination assesses all four skills equally: listening, reading, speaking and
writing, and exams are taken at the end of Year 11. Most importantly, through the GCSE you
will develop your ability to speak spontaneously and with confidence and will learn to write
on a variety of topics, building on the grammatical knowledge you have gained during KS3.

The topics you will study are organised into three main themes and include the use of
technology and social media, music and cinema, lifestyle and global issues.

We aim to make your language lessons fun, interesting and relevant, and to equip you with
useful, lifelong, practical skills which will be of benefit to you whenever you travel and
wherever your chosen career takes you.

Rugby High students outside the Rugby High students enjoying the
Palais de Versailles, France Spanish sunshine in Seville.




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

GCSE PE (Pearson)

The GCSE PE course presents the ideal
opportunity for students who wish to put
greater emphasis on personal performance, as
well as acquiring theoretical knowledge of the
subject.

The course weighting is 60% theory and 30% practical and 10% coursework.

In the practical assessment, students must pick 3 separate activities from the list
supplied by the exam board. One team activity, one individual activity and a third
from either team or individual. Sports are marked out of 35 and can be assessed at
any point over the two years.

The theory content is more scientific, linking well with Biology, as well as a range
of other topics including; training principles, psychology, media, and nutrition. The
assessment is spread over 2 papers in the summer of Year 11. One out of 80 marks,
the other out of 60. These papers are a combination of multiple choice, short
answers and extended pieces of writing.

For the coursework, students get to plan, execute,
monitor and evaluate their own Personal Exercise
Programme (PEP). This is all done in lesson time
under the supervision of staff. It is not only good
for general fitness, but students often see the
benefits in their own sports, through being able to




ART

Should | study Art and Design?

Yes!! If you enjoy painting and drawing, being creative and enjoy
experimenting with lots of materials and technigues.

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR Fine Art J171

The GCSE Art and Design course is broadly based, covering a wide range of
activities, which may include: Drawing and Painting, Mixed Media, Textiles,
Graphic Design or Photography to incorporate computer manipulation, Printing
and 3D Design.

In the GCSE Art and Design course the emphasis is as much on the creative
process as on the end product. Each of the two units requires a final realisation to
be accompanied by preparatory studies and a work journal, showing the
development of ideas. The ability to draw from observation is an important skill
that is necessary to support creative and imaginative outcomes.

*Students will submit 2 projects (Units)

*Student portfolio: this is internally set, marked and externally moderated
contributing to 60 per cent of the marks. During the GCSE course students will
develop confidence and skills throughout year 10 and 11. Their explorations will
enable them to construct a project that is personal and student led.

- An externally set assignment, which is externally set, internally marked and
externally moderated contributing 40 per cent of the final mark. Students will
respond to a chosen starting point but will develop ideas in order to explore and
refine personal ideas, concerns and preferred media. An outcome is produced
under controlled conditions during a ten hour period.

If you are interested in a career in Architecture, Film and Animation, Advertising,
3D Design, Interior Design, Textiles, Fashion, Graphics, Illustration, Fine Art,
Theatre Design & Costume, Photography and many other creative professions,
you should take a GCSE in Art and Design.

It should be noted that work set to be completed at home, may require students
to provide some of their own personal materials and equipment.



TEXTILES

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR Textile Design J174
Should | study Textiles Design?

YES!! If you have a practical, hands-on approach to being creative,
are imaginative and enjoy experimenting with lots of materials and
techniques.

The GCSE Art Textiles course is an exciting practical programme of study. Textile design
involves creation, selection and manipulation across a variety of practices embracing
traditional and contemporary technologies.

The wide range of activities covered may include: weaving, knitting, crochet, jewellery,
felting, embroidery, beading, constructed forms, appliqué, silk painting, batik, printing and
CAD design. Drawing is also an essential skill in the development process, from initial visual
research, recording from primary sources, through to the translation of ideas into finished
designs.

In Art Textiles the emphasis is as much on the creative process as on the end product.
Assessment Criteria

Students will submit 2 projects

Coursework which is worth 60% of the marks and requires a final outcome to be
accompanied by preparatory studies, sample pieces and a work journal showing design work,
experimentation and the development of ideas.

Externally Set Assignment is worth 40% of the marks and requires a period of research
based on a chosen starting point, including preparatory studies, sample pieces and a work
journal showing design work, experimentation and the development of ideas culminating the
completion of a final outcome during a 10 hour 2 day Examination . For further information
can be found at https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/art-and-design

Will studying GCSE Textiles design be useful for me in the future???

There are many exciting future opportunities relating to the skills and knowledge you will
acquire by studying Textiles Design which may include Fashion Design, Interior Design,
Theatre and Movie Costume Design, Fashion Journalism, Fine Art Textiles, Conservation,
Surgery and many other skilled or creative professions. Studying Textiles design will enable
you to use your imagination, problem solve and develop fine skills.



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/art-and-design

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel

The aim of the Business department is to generate an entrepreneurial spirit in students that
is substantiated with sound theoretical knowledge. Students will gain a comprehensive
understanding of the four main functions within a business namely, Marketing, Finance,
Operations and Human Resources. This breadth of knowledge provides students will all the
basic understanding they need to start their own business in the future.

You might have an interest in business, and want to start your own business one day. You
may have an enquiring mind and be interested in learning about the world around you, how
businesses are set up, and what it is that makes someone a great entrepreneur. This course
will help you to understand all this and more.

The world in which we live is dominated by businesses, big and small. GCSE Business Studies
is an exciting and interesting subject, which can help you to understand the world in which
we live. Businesses are dynamic organisations, which reflect the values of society and the
people working within them. As a result, the GCSE course is a flexible subject that may be
combined with a wide range of subjects both at GCSE and AS/A level.

Business Studies will help to develop a number of different skills in a variety of key areas as
the course progresses. Through the two year course, you will develop skills in:

* Presenting

* Analysing data

* Drawing conclusions

* Presenting arguments

* Solving real life problems

* Evaluation

What will | learn?

The syllabus is based on the journey of the entrepreneur from the stages of the first idea
through to bringing their business to market and competing in a globalised business world.

Year 10 focuses on starting a small business through the lens of an entrepreneur. How and
why do business ideas come about? What makes a successful business? You’ll learn how to
develop an idea, spot an opportunity and turn it into a successful business. You will
understand how to make a business effective, manage money and see how the world
around us affects small businesses and all the people involved.

The Year 11 course is focused on growing an existing business in the modern world. We
start by investigating business growth and the benefits and problems that can create for the
business. You'll learn about the different areas of the business as the business expands,
learning more about marketing, operational, financial and human resourcing decisions a
larger business makes, whilst considering how they all interact to help a large business to



achieve ever changing aims and objectives.

Teaching comprises of many different activities including games, discussion, debate,
research, presentations and group work. Extended writing will be required throughout the
2-year GCSE course. Maths skills will also be required and this makes up 10% of the course.

Course Assessment

There is no coursework for the Edexcel GCSE syllabus, all assessment is exam based, with
the papers sat at the end of Year 11.

There are 2 exam papers, Paper 1 assesses the knowledge from Year 10 and Paper 2
assessing the knowledge of Year 11. Both papers of 1 hour and 45 minutes with 90 marks
available for 50% of the total GCSE. Both include multiple choice, calculation, short-answer
and extended-writing questions. Whilst Section A covers a variety of different theory based
guestions, Sections B and C are data response questions with the case studies based on real
life, relevant business contexts and examples. Plenty of exam preparation is offered
throughout the course, with extensive assessment for learning activities completed in
lessons alongside the curriculum content.



COMPUTER SCIENCE

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR -1J276

The GCSE Computing course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer
technology works. Students will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other
related technology from their other subjects and elsewhere. However, this course will give
them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming,
which many students find absorbing.

The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study
of computer programming, giving students a fun and interesting way to develop these skills,
which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. In this respect,
the course provides excellent preparation for students who want to study or work in areas
that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical problems. These areas
include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine.

Assessment Criteria

Unit J276/01: Computer systems

This topic introduces the concepts of marketing and enterprise. It provides a foundation for
the remaining topics in this unit. Candidates will examine the marketing mix and be expected
to create a business plan. This unit is assessed through an external 1 hour 30 minute written
paper examination contributing to 50 percent of the overall grade awarded.

Unit J276/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming

Learners will be introduced to algorithms and programming, learning about programming
techniques, how to produce robust programs, computational logic, translators and facilities
of computing languages and data representation. Learners will become familiar with
computing related mathematics. This unit is assessed through an external 1 hour 30 minute
written paper examination contributing to 50 percent of the overall grade awarded.

Unit J276/03/04: Programming project

Students use standard programming techniques and design a coded solution. This includes
developing suitable algorithms and designing suitable input and output formats. This unit
takes 20 hours to complete and must be completed by all students. It does not contribute to
the overall grade of the course but consolidates the learning across the specification through
practical activity.



The content of the GCSE Drama
course

Drama is a stimulating, demanding and highly regarded academic subject. The GCSE Drama course
consists of both practical work and written work. All lessons are practically based. We follow the
AQA specification.

e In 2019, 88% of our students achieved a Level 9 -7
e 100% of students achieved Level 9-6

The course is structured into three parts:

1. During the course, students will devise drama from a wide range of stimuli. They will
develop understanding of how to create and structure a piece of devised drama, using a
range of conventions. Students will complete this unit in the summer of Year 10 which is
assessed internally and moderated by AQA; they also have a written portfolio that
accompanies this unit which allows students to reflect on the devising process. This unit
is worth 40%. The performance is worth 10% whilst the portfolio of 2,500 words is worth
30%.

2. During the course, students will study a play, and analyse how the playwright expresses
their ideas. Students will explore ways of dramatising the script and examine ways of
making the play work on stage. They will also analyse live theatre productions. This work
culminates in a written examination at the end of Year 11. This unit is worth 40%.

3. The third part of the course is a practical examination. In Year 11, students will perform
or design two scripted performances (a monologue, duologue, and/or group piece) for an
external examiner. This unit is worth 20%.

Anyone considering this subject for GCSE will need to be prepared for the practical and creative
elements within the course, as students will need to be willing to work as part of a team. It is also
important that students recognise that analysing and evaluating work - through both discussion and
written work - is a vital element of the course.

Skills developed through drama

“A drama student is a thinking student!”

The study of drama offers students the opportunity to develop a wide range of transferable skills:
e Problem solving
e Oral and written communication
o Self confidence
e Analytical and interpretative skills
e Social skills
e Leadership skills
e Empathetic skills

Who is this course suitable for?




GEOGRAPHY

With the challenges of climate change, resource depletion, the search for sustainability,
poverty and more, the world needs more geographers to understand these

issues. Could yOU be someone who helps society solve these issues and change the
future?

Are you...

v' Keen to understand the changing world?

v Able to work independently and as a team?

Do you...

v Enjoy Year 9 Geography?

v' Want an opportunity to learn outdoors?

v Like learning about how and why life is
different around the world?

v Take an interest in natural disasters?

If so, study Geography!

Your GCSE...

You will study the Edexcel B syllabus an engaging and relevant specification, comprising of:
> Global Geographical Issues (natural hazards,
development and urbanisation). Exam =37.5%

» UK Geographical Issues (UK’s physical & human
landscapes plus city & river fieldwork). Exam=
37.5%

» People and Environment Issues (the biosphere,
threatened forests, energy resource
consumption). Exam = 25%, includes weighing up -
information on an environmental topic to make a | Year 10 studentsoutside the Bullring during their rip
reasoned decision based on sustainability | ®rmnEn=m
credentials.

The benefits of studying Geography...

v" Develop a wide range of academic and transferable skills valuable for any A Level.

v" Two days conducting fieldwork

v" You will become a good communicator, problem solver, team player, well rounded
flexible thinker and socially, economically and environmentally aware.

v' Geographers possess widely sort after skills helping you prepare for many careers: e.g.
law; business; engineering; civil service; conservation; geology; planning and tourism.

Quotes from Year 10 students

» ‘Geography has so much relevant information. It has helped me to understand the
world and my place in it.”

» ‘There are lots of transferable skills; it helps me in English and science.’

» ‘Teachers in the Geography department are always willing to help.’



HISTORY

History isn’t just facts and figures about the past; it helps you to understand why the world is
as it is today. History gives you the skills to decide if you trust information for yourself and to
develop your own views and opinions.
If you think History may be for you, think about:

e How much you have enjoyed KS3 History and the topics you have studied

e How far you like really getting to grips with analysing and evaluating information

We follow the AQA History GCSE (course code 8145), the course is made up of four
modules, with no coursework element.

The four modules are:

1. Germany, 1890 — 1945

2. Conflict and Tension, 1918 — 1939

3. Health and the People, c.1000 — the present day

4. Elizabethan England, 1568-1603

The course is assessed by two written exams (both 2 hours duration) at the end of Year 11.
Each exam is worth 50% of the GCSE.

We carry out a wide range of activities in lessons, including:
Debates, role plays, making videos, note taking exercises, revision games and group
presentations.
History GCSE can be a very useful qualification as:
e ltis a highly recognised qualification by universities and employers
e |t demonstrates your ability to make rational arguments, supported by evidence
e It will prepare you for a wide variety of careers, for example in the fields of
journalism, law, education, government, medicine etc.
e |t will develop your confidence to express opinions verbally
e The skills you learn in History (such as analysis and evaluation) will help you in your
other GCSE subjects

What our previous students have said:

0,

*» ‘History was my favourite GCSE subject. We always learned loads, and lessons were
so enjoyable.’

+* ‘I loved the topics we studied, but more than that | loved the fact | was developing
really useful skills. | always felt | was challenged in lessons, and 1I'd like to go on to
study the subject at university.’

¢ ‘l'am so glad | chose History GCSE!’

If you have any further questions about the History GCSE course, please see Ms Richmond.




GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is a very challenging, yet enjoyable course. You will be following
the AQA syllabus, the theory for which is divided into the following five sections:

e Food, nutrition and health
e Food science

e Food safety

e Food choice

e Food provenance

Alongside the theory you will also develop the practical skills needed to prepare a wide range of food
products.

Assessment

Non-examined assessment pieces

You will need to submit two non-examined assessment pieces worth 50% of the final mark. You can
choose from a list of tasks provided by the exam board. You will need to complete this work in school
under controlled conditions.

Task 1: Food investigation
An example of the type of investigation you can select to do...

Investigate the ingredients used to thicken sauces and soups.
You will complete the investigation and then compile a report detailing your findings.

Task 2: Food Preparation

An example of the type of task you can select to do...

Plan, prepare, cook and present a range of dishes, using a variety of skills, from the Mediterranean
culinary tradition.

You will need to plan, prepare and make a selection of dishes under controlled conditions, and
compile a written report to complete this task.

Exam
You will also sit a one hour forty-five minute written examination, worth 50% of the final mark. The
exam paper consists of multiple choice, short answer, structured and free response questions.

Career Prospects

Excellent career opportunities are available to those who have a food qualification. Food scientists
are currently in great demand, owing to the growing awareness of the impact of food consumption
on health, our changing dietary habits, the demand for food globally and the problems associated with
the food industry. This course is also a good basis for careers and courses in a range of related areas
such as: Marketing, New Product Development, Consumer Research, Food Journalism, Environmental
Health, Dietetics and Teaching.

Suitability

You must have the motivation to complete the non-examined assessment pieces and meet ongoing
deadlines to fulfil the specification requirements. It is essential that you have a genuine interest in
and are enthusiastic about working with food. You must also appreciate that this course requires you
to understand the science underpinning food composition and production.



EXAMINATION BOARD: Edugas (WJEC)

Students are required to study at least one language (modern or ancient) to
GCSE level.

GCSE Latin involves continuing the study of the Cambridge Latin Course to the
end of Year 10 including the background information, and then in Year 11
studying some original Latin literature together with its cultural and historical
background.

The GCSE examination consists of three papers, which will test knowledge and
understanding of the set text, background information and also the ability to
understand and translate an unprepared
passage of Latin.

The language paper is worth 50% of the
course. The literature paper is worth 30%
and the civilisation (background) paper is
worth 20%.

There is no school-assessed coursework element, and although the course
naturally requires consistent work over Years 10 and 11, the subject is not
excessively difficult, and in the past most pupils who have opted to study Latin
have done well, including many who have not found other languages easy.

Furthermore, a qualification in Latin at GCSE level commands considerable
prestige among both employers and institutions of Further and Higher
Education. Fortunately, Rugby High School is still able to offer this course when
many schools can no longer do so!

For those who wish to do so, it is possible to continue the study of Latin to
Advanced Level GCE and many pupils have gone on to University to study Latin
or Classics, with considerable success.

Those with qualifications in Latin or Classics find these of great value in finding
employment in a wide range of occupations, including commerce and business,
journalism, the law, and computing.



The primary aim of the Music Department is to foster an inclusive and
supportive atmosphere, where each student can engage in a rich and varied
programme of music. With this in mind, Music at KS4 enhances and develops
knowledge and skills learnt at KS3, with students following the AQA GCSE
specification.

As the course progresses, students form personal and meaningful relationships with music
through the development of musical knowledge, understanding and skills. Students will be
encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range of music, and they should
develop an understanding of the place of music in different cultures and contexts, and reflect
upon how music is used in the expression of personal and collective identities.

The outline of the course is as follows:

Performing (30%)

Students perform two pieces, one solo and one ensemble performance.

The final performances are recorded in Year 11.

To help prepare for these, students rehearse both in school and at home throughout the
course.

Composing (30%)

Students are required to compose two pieces, one as a free (own choice) composition,
and one as a response to a set brief published by AQA (published in Year 11).

Students are encouraged to draw on their knowledge of performance pieces and set works
when composing.

Each composition must be notated and recorded in an appropriate format.

Listening Exam (40%)

The content of musical elements, musical contexts and musical language is taught through
four Areas of Study, each containing set works. Students will focus on set works from two
different AoS.

The Areas of Study are wide —ranging and include The Western Classical tradition, Popular
Music, Traditional Music and 20t™ Century Music. Students are also required to appraise
unfamiliar music through wider listening.

All lessons include a high level of practical content. Students are encouraged to seek
additional instrumental or vocal lessons outside of class, although this is not essential. It is
hoped that students engage in extra — curricular activities on a regular basis to help support
and consolidate their musical learning and development.



PHILOSOPHY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES

The GCSE Religious Studies course will not only develop your knowledge and
understanding of religion in the 215t Century: it will also enrich your understanding
of the world you live in. By exploring both religious and secular perspectives in
contemporary social and moral debates, your critical thinking skills will be tested
and your world view will be challenged! The course requires students to grapple
with controversial issues and asks you to really think about the wider implications
of different beliefs and practices for the human experience. These are some of the
questions you might be asked to think about:

Is it ever ok to end a human life?
What does gender mean in the 21t Century?
Is there such a thing as necessary evil?
When is it ok to start a war?

What’s wrong with idolatry?

How should criminals be treated?

The course aims to equip you with valuable skills that allow you to stand out as an
independent thinker. Philosophy & Religious Studies helps to prepare students for a diverse
range of future careers: from those requiring sensitivity towards others, to; those requiring
an ability to challenge the way other people think. Here are some examples: law, journalism,
medicine, social work, teaching, nursing and creative industries.

Course content:

Paper 1 - Religion and Ethics, based on the study of Christianity, covering:

Christian Beliefs
Marriage and the family
Living the Christian Life
Matters of Life and Death

Ll e

Paper 2 — Religion, Peace and Conflict, based on a study of Islam, covering:

Islamic Beliefs

Peace and Conflict
Living the Islamic Life
4. Crime and punishment

® =

Assessment: 100% exam (2 papers)

Examination board: Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies B




PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION WITH
CITIZENSHIP

Most subjects studied help in some way towards your personal and social development. At
Key Stage 4 PSHE will be taught through a series of focused days in order to prepare students
for adult life and their place in society. This varied programme will cover such topics as study
skills, relationships, health, human rights, safety, careers, enterprise and preparation for work
experience.

CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE

Throughout Key Stage 4 it is important that all students consider their plans for further
education and possible careers. Some aspects of this will be covered in the PSHE focused
days.

The school now buys in the services of an experienced careers adviser who provides
independent advice and guidance for students. Each student will be offered an individual
interview with the advisor to discuss and plan their career ideas. As well as this, a number
of days throughout the two years will be focused on careers and wider learning so that all
students are prepared for further education and life beyond.

There are a host of university and apprenticeship materials located in the sixth form
common areas which all students have access to. Further to this there will be information
provided to students on the local labour market so that they can make fully informed
decisions on their further. We also encourage students to spend time researching the
courses/jobs they may be interested in online as this will allow them access to current
information specified on their own areas of interest.

During Year 11 all students will be expected to take part in the school’s work experience
scheme, working in a job which interests them or which might be a future career choice. It is
hoped that they will use this opportunity to:

e Understand more about the adult working world

e Increase their knowledge of a particular job or career

e Expand their awareness of their skills and talents

e See the relevance of study that is done in school

e Gain confidence and responsibility for themselves and others

e Develop their personal and social skills outside of the school environment

e Use the experience towards helping with coursework and preparation for
examinations

This experience forms part of the school’s expanded scheme to promote work-readiness
and introduces the whole idea of ‘enterprise education’.



